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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
More than 15,000 Australian women are diagnosed with breast and 
gynaecological cancers each year. 
 
These illnesses leave a lasting impact on patients, their families, carers 
and the broader community. 
 
The Coalition’s support for the fight against cancer includes: 
 
• Funding for mammograms and cervical screening; 

 
• Funding for medicine to treat cancer; 

 
• Funding for clinical research; 

 
• Specialist breast cancer nurses to support women with cancer in 

rural and regional areas; and 
 

• Establishing the National Centre for Gynaecological Cancers. 
 
A re-elected Coalition Government will build on this important work as 
part of its plan to protect and support the health needs of current and 
future generations of women, their families and carers through: 
 
• Funding to ensure all women who have had a mastectomy as a 

result of breast cancer can access first and replacement external 
breast prostheses; 
 

• Funding for more than 30 specialist breastcare nurses to be provided 
across the nation through the McGrath Foundation; and 
 

• Providing additional ongoing funding to enable the National Centre 
for Gynaecological Cancers to continue its important work. 

 
The Coalition has a strong record of supporting women with cancer 
and is committed to policies that continue to prevent cancer, and treat, 
support and cure women living with cancer. 
 
This support is only possible because the Coalition’s strong economic 
management has enabled us to invest in programmes which deliver 
social dividends and make a real difference to the lives of thousands of 
Australian women living with cancer. 
 
As part of our commitment to preventing diseases where possible, the 
Coalition is providing more than $26.5 million in 2007-08 through the 
National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for research 
into cancers affecting women.  Under the Coalition’s plan for better 
health and medical research, funding for NHMRC medical research 
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projects will have increased more than fivefold between 1995-96 and 
2009-10. 
 
Australia has the second lowest incidence rate of cervical cancer in the 
world and the Coalition has a plan to keep rates low, including a 
national vaccination programme against human papillomavirus (HPV), 
a key cause of cervical cancer.  The Coalition Government is investing 
almost $580 million over five years to ensure that all Australian girls 
and women aged 12 to 26 years receive the Gardisil vaccine, which 
was developed from breakthrough research by Australia’s Professor 
Ian Frazer. 
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BETTER CANCER CARE AND SUPPORT  
 

Around 12,000 new cases of breast cancer are diagnosed in Australia 
each year, up from around 5,000 cases in 1983.  Breast cancer claimed 
the lives of more than 2,700 Australian women in 2005. 
 
Importantly, while diagnoses are increasing, survival rates are also 
increasing. 
 
The five-year relative survival rate of women after breast cancer 
diagnosis has increased from around 70 per cent in the early 80s, to 
more than 86 per cent two decades later. 
 
The Coalition Government has a strong record of supporting women 
with cancer and is committed to policies that continue to reduce the 
burden of cancer on Australian women, their families and carers.   
 
Our investment has helped to ensure that all Australian women aged 
over 40 are able to access free mammograms through BreastScreen 
Australia.  This is helping to improve early detection of breast cancer, 
and contributing to more women surviving the disease. 
 
In January 2007 the Coalition provided further funding for the National 
Breast Cancer Centre.  This internationally-recognised centre works in 
partnership with women, researchers, health professionals, cancer 
organisations and governments to improve clinical practice, policy and 
information about breast cancer. 
 
We have also ensured that Australian women with breast cancer have 
access to the latest medicines to treat the disease, by listing Arimidex 
and Herceptin on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. 
 
A re-elected Coalition Government will build on this important work to 
support Australian women with breast cancer, their families and carers. 

 
 
(i) External Breast Prostheses 

 
As part of their treatment many survivors of breast cancer will have had 
all or part of their breast tissue removed.  Breast prostheses are an 
important factor in improving quality of life for women affected by breast 
cancer. 
 
Internal breast prostheses, which are surgically implanted in hospitals, 
are funded through either the public hospital system or private health 
insurance.  
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However, support for women seeking to use external prostheses 
varies, with different levels of funding available in different States and 
Territories.  In some States the first but not replacement prostheses 
may receive a subsidy, while in others subsidised prostheses are only 
available to a limited number of women. 
 
Australian women need support not only for their first prosthesis but 
also to replace this prosthesis as recommended, every two to five 
years.  The differing levels of assistance available has left a backlog of 
more than 50,000 women waiting to access external prostheses. 
 
A re-elected Coalition Government will ensure that all Australian 
women who have had a mastectomy as a result of breast cancer can 
access external prostheses up the value of $400 each. 
 
We will provide the National Breast Cancer Centre with $23.8 million 
over four years for this programme.  The programme will fund around 
50,000 external prostheses in its first year, to address the backlog 
created by the current lack of support. 
 
Once this backlog is addressed, the programme is expected to fund a 
first prosthesis for around 6,000 women as well as replacements for 
those who already have them.  
 
The National Breast Cancer Centre will liaise with a range of individuals 
and groups, including the Breast Cancer Network of Australia, to 
ensure this programme is rolled out effectively. 
 
 

(ii) McGrath Foundation Breastcare Nurses 
 

The Coalition Government has recognised that Australian women 
diagnosed with breast cancer should be able to access the necessary 
information, support and care that they need, in their local community. 
 
Through its Supporting Women in Rural Areas Diagnosed with Breast 
Cancer initiative, the Coalition is helping Australian women in rural and 
regional areas to access a range of treatment options and support, 
including specialist breast cancer nurses in regional areas who have 
been employed in regional WA, Queensland and the Northern Territory. 
 
These nurses are helping Australian women in rural and regional areas 
where geography and isolation would otherwise have limited their 
access to the full range of treatment and support. 
 
These specially trained registered nurses provide vital information, 
care, and practical and emotional support to women diagnosed with 
breast cancer, their families and carers.  
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LABOR’S RECORD  
 
 

Labor’s cancer policies are just more examples of Labor’s “me too, but” 
approach. 
 
Labor has borrowed and copied the Coalition’s comprehensive and 
practical plans to help current and future generations of women living 
with cancer, instead of coming up with their own initiatives. 
 
Labor has imitated Coalition policies on clinical cancer trials, funding for 
the Olivia Newton John Centre, bowel cancer, and investing in prostate 
cancer. 
 
However, unlike the Coalition’s fully funded and fully costed plans, 
question marks hang over the sustainability of Labor’s promises as they 
have all been committed funding from Labor’s ever-dwindling hospitals 
fund. 
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COSTINGS SUMMARY 
 
 

BETTER CANCER CARE AND SUPPORT FOR WOMEN 

Policy Measure 2007-08
$m 

2008-09
$m 

2009-10
$m 

2010-11 
$m 

TOTAL
$m 

Breast Prostheses 0.2 14.5 2.4 6.8 23.9 

Breast Cancer Nurses 12.0 - - - 12 

National Centre for 
Gynaecological Cancers - 1.7 1.7 1.7 5.1 

TOTAL 12.2 16.2 4.1 8.5 41 
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